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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 - fed. XS&SX3^^£SX? °" ,he ' nterna " 0nal "O^"*™ *» ^uage in which » was 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55 3) 



2. 



Description, Pages 

1 " 36 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-17 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of; 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsvfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded." 
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Box No. II Priority 



1 ' " Effift te£5!^ ,f n ° Pri0rity had been c,aimed *» to the failure to furnish within the 
H copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66 7(a)) 
□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66.7(b)). 

Z D JeSnd in^ *» * the fact that the priority Cairn has 

above is considered I to be .the rele^nt dlte. P ^ S reP ° rt ' the ,ntema tional filing date indicated . 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



□ the entire International application, 
S claims Nos. 17 
because: 

see separate sheet 

° Sklb? ionS"* ^ N0S ' are S ° inad «" uate| y »"PPOrte<i by the description that ne meaningful opinion 
□ no International search report has been established tor the said claims Nos. 

° C^^aeTn^oiTSa? ^ *~ M ^ With "» — •»»*«• *» *> Annex 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-17 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-17 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 



Claims 



1-16 



No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 

Box No, VI Certain documents cited 

1 . Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item I 

Basis of the opinion 

The application is directed to 

(i) thiophene derivatives (I) (claims 1-6), 

(ii) a process for preparing compounds (I) (claim 7), 

(iii) pharmaceutical compositions comprising compounds (I) (claims 8-9), 

(iv) a process for preparing such pharmaceutical composition (claim 1 0),' 

(v) the medical use of compounds (I) (claims 11-16), and 

(vi) the corresponding therapeutic method (claim 1 7). 

Re Item III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Claim 17 relates to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered by the 
provisions of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT. Consequently, no opinion will be formulated with 
respect to the industrial applicability of the subject-matter of these claims (Article 
34(4)(a)(i) PCT). 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents. 

D1 : WO 01/58890 A, 1 6.08.2001 ; cited in the application. 
D2: WO 03/010158 A, 06.02.2003. 

D2 was published after the priority. date. Under the presumption that the priority is 
valid for the claimed matter the said document is not considered as prior art under 
Rule 64.1 PCT. 

2 Novelty 

2.1 D1 relates to inhibitors of the enzyme IKK-2. The present compounds (I) differ 

from those of D1 through the additional substituent Ar. The present claimed matter 
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is thus novel vis-a-vis D1. 



2.2 D2 relates to further IKK-2 inhibitors. The present compounds (I) differ from those 
of D2 through the NR 3 moiety in their side chain. 

3 Inventive Step 

The application describes the synthesis of certain compounds (I) and shows that 
such compounds (I) inhibit the enzyme IKK-2. Due to this activity compounds (I) 
are potentially useful as antiinflammatory active ingredients. 

In view of D1 as most relevant state of the art the problem underlying the 
application may be seen in the provision of further IKK-2 inhibitors. From the 
document D1 it cannot be deduced that the present compounds (I) with an 
additional substituent Ar would still exhibit the desired activity. Consequently, the 
claims 1-17 appear to meet the requirements of Article 33(3) PCT. 

4 Industrial Applicability 



For the assessment of the present claim 1 7 on the question whether it is 
industrially applicable, no unified criteria exist in the PCT Contracting States. The 
patentability can also be dependent upon the formulation of the claims. The EPO 
for example, does not recognize as industrially applicable the subject-matter of 
claims to the use of a compound in medical treatment, but may allow, however, 
claims to a known compound for first use in medical treatment and the use of such 
a compound for the manufacture of a medicament for a new medical treatment. 

Re Item VI 

Certain documents cited 



Certain published documents 
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Patent No 
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Publication date 
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Filing date 
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(day/month/year) 
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